
June 2018 

Volume 5, Issue 4 
District Priest: Fr. Peter Haugen - 587-252-2715 

District President: Ron Rusnak - 780-826-2062 

Newsletter Contact: Dobr. Erin Haugen - 587-252-3410 

Each of the parishes within our district is named after a Saint, Saints, 

or a Feast Day. It is important for us to know and understand these 

important feast celebrations as they may help us to understand our 

faith, our parish life, and the Saints that we find example in.  

 

Over the next few months, I will be publishing articles to assist us in 

this very discovery of our parish feast day celebrations, or as we refer 

to them in Ukrainian, our “Xpam”. 
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PASTORAL MESSAGE 

Sponsors! 

Our fundraising committee has begun a new campaign -  

Newsletter Sponsorship!  

If you are interested in how you can sponsor a newsletter,   

please see Caroline Yewchin.  

 

 

Many thanks to  

Joyce Drapaka 

for sponsoring the June 

Newsletter.  

 

Submitted by Fr. Peter Haugen  

Христос посеред нас!        Christ is amongst us! 



Liturgical Scripture  
Readings 

 
June 2018 

 
Sunday, June 3rd 

1st Sunday after  
Pentecost 

Epistle: Heb. 11:33-12:2; 

Gospel: Matt. 10:32-33, 
33-38; 19:27-30. 

 

Sunday, June 10th  

2nd Sunday after  
Pentecost 

Epistle: Rom. 2:10-16; 

Gospel: Matt. 4:18-23.  

 

Sunday, June 17th 

3rd Sunday after 
Pentecost 

Epistle: Rom. 5:1-10; 

Gospel: Matt. 6:22-33. 
 

Sunday, June 24th  

4th Sunday after  
Pentecost 

Epistle: Rom. 6:18-23; 

Gospel: Matt. 8:5-13. 
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The Sunday of All Saints  

“Be Holy for I am Holy”  

 

The Sunday following Pentecost is dedicated to All Saints, both those 

who are known to us, and those –an enormous number -who are 

known only to God. There have been Saints at all times and they have 

come from every corner of the earth. They were Apostles, Martyrs, 

Prophets, Hierarchs, Monastics and Righteous, yet all were perfected 

by the same Holy Spirit. 

 

In fact this is why the Holy Spirit was sent to us by Our Lord Jesus 

from the Father.  The Descent of the Holy Spirit makes it possible for 

us to rise above our fallen state and to attain sainthood, thereby ful-

filling God's directive to "be holy, for I am holy"(Lev. 11:44, 1 Peter 1:16, 

etc.). No one should be content to remain as he or she is.  We are all 

called upon to continually move on up to the heights, as one of the Holy 

Ones we have been speaking about, St. Gregory Palamas, challenged us 

to do with his dying breath. 

 

No one ought to be simply measuring himself or herself against other 

people and being content to be better than the ones we perceive to be 

less than ourselves.  Our standard is God Himself!  A candle may ap-

pear to be less than microscopic in comparison with the mighty Sun, 

but it shares the Sun’s quality of being able to shine, to give light, to 

give warmth and to give comfort.  And also to light other candles!  This 

is what all followers of Jesus are called to do! 

 

There is a joy in being so linked and so challenged!  There is also a sad-

ness, because we frequently (perhaps even continually) see how far we 

are from this ideal state to which we are called.  But this is a blessed 

sadness, like the thirst of someone who is about to drink a glass of cool 

fresh water –they are happy to have been thirsty, for that wonderful 

pleasure of having one’s thirst so quenched would not be unless they 

were thirsty to begin with. 

 

The Feast of All Saints may have originated at an early date, perhaps as 

a celebration of all Martyrs.  Eventually it was broadened to include all 

men and women who had borne witness to Christ by their virtuous 

Pastoral continued from page 1. 



Newsletter  
Submissions 

Needed! 

 

Please keep the  

submissions for the 

newsletter coming! 

Announcements,  

reports, stories,  

photos… If you want 

to share it, we want 

to see it! Please feel 

free to submit to me 

anytime. 

 

Dobr. Erin Haugen: 

ehaugen@hotmail.ca 

587-252-3410 
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Fr. Peter’s Contact  

Information: 

5525-55 Ave. 

St. Paul, Alberta 

T0A 3A1 

Phone: 

587-252-2715 

Email: 

pmthaugen@hotmail.com 

 

If anyone you know is in the 

Hospital, or are at home ill 

and would like a visitation 

from me, please contact me 

and I will make immediate  

arrangements to meet with 

them. 

lives, even if they did not shedtheir blood for Him. 

A Troparion to All Saints goes thus: “Apostles, Martyrs, and Prophets, 

holy Hierarchs, Saints and Righteous, having fought the good fight and 

kept the faith you have boldness towards the Savior. Intercede for us 

with Him, for He is good, we pray, that He may save our souls.” 

 

We are reminded that not only are we called to be holy, but that the 

Holy Ones continually accompany and surround us invisibly –not to 

judge and condemn us, but to pray and intercede for us so that we may 

join their blessed company (Hebrews 12:1). 

 

While all the categories of Saints listed in that Troparion are familiar to 

us, the category of “the Righteous” may be most interesting –and acces-

sible to us.  It honours those who may not be tortured or put to death 

forbearing witness to Jesus, but who strive with all that is available to 

them to offer God the gift of humble, generous, lovely lives. 

 

The feast of All Saints achieved great prominence in the ninth century, 

in the reign of the Byzantine Emperor Leo VI the Wise (886-911). His 

wife, the Holy Empress Theophano (December 16/29) lived in the 

world, but was not attached to worldly things. She was a great benefac-

tor to the poor, and was generous to the Monasteries. She was a true 

mother to her subjects, caring for widows and orphans, and consoling 

the sorrowful. 

 

Even before the death of St. Theophano in 893 or 894, her husband 

started to build a church, intending to dedicate it to Theophano, but 

she forbade him to do so. It was this emperor who decreed that the 

Sunday after Pentecost be dedicated to All Saints. Believing that his 

wife was one of the Righteous, he knew that she would also be hon-

oured whenever the Feast of All Saints was celebrated. 

 

May we also aspire to such righteousness out of grateful love to the 

Lord Who so abundantly gives us all that we need and ever so much 

more! Amen. 

 

Fr. Ihor Kutash - о. Ігор Куташ 

Pastoral continued from page 2. 







“O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God. Have mercy on me, a sinner .” 
-Jesus Prayer 

Website 
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All Saints 

St. Paul, AB 

Dwayne Ternovoy 

780-614-0858 

Sts. Peter & Paul 

Nowa Bukowina, AB 

Sandra Yuschyshyn 

780-645-4815  

St. Elias 

Bonnyville, AB 

Janet Hutskal 

780-573-3470 

Holy Trinity 

Glendon, AB 

Joyce Drapaka 

780-645-3760 

 

All Saints 

Sandy Rapids, AB 

Ron Rusnak 

780-826-2062 

Descent of the Holy Spirit 

Stry, AB 

Marion Chimko  

780-636-2870  

Don’t forget we have a 

website!  

It is under a bit of 

construction, but you can find 

updates, locations, and a long 

term schedule there. Photos 

will be coming soon as well. 

Check it out! 

 
www.bonnyvilleanddistrictuoc.ca/  

 

We’re also on Facebook! 

Look up: 

 

Bonnyville District of the 

Ukrainian Orthodox Church of 

Canada 

BIBLE STUDY: 

Submitted by Father Peter Haugen 

Bible Study! - This month we will be concluding our introduc-
tion and review of our Church History.  

The dates are as follows: 

Session 1: Tuesday, May 22nd - Examination of Hebrews - 
Bonnyville @ 6:30 

Session 2: Tuesday, May 29th - Church History Part 5 - St. 
Paul @ 6:30 

Session 3: Tuesday, June 5th - Church History Part 6 - 
Bonnyville @ 6:30 

Session 4: Tuesday, June 12th - Church History Part 7 - St. 
Paul @ 6:30 

Session 5: Tuesday, June 19th - Church History Part 8 - 
Bonnyville @ 6:30 








