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DISTRICT NEWS 
Pastoral Message  

Христос посеред нас! Christ is amongst us! 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  

 
I greet you during the Nativity fast and I pray that this message finds you and your 
family healthy and safe. 

 
This message and this newsletter have been through so many different drafts 
that in the end I abandoned the usual format and decided to try something new 

that I felt could be updated and sent out more easily each month. This means that 
we will go back to a monthly mail out, but it will be a more condensed, concise, 

form.  
 

There have been many changes in the last few weeks and I am under the impression 
that we should expect more in the coming weeks unless things in Alberta change 
drastically, and soon. So please, dear parishioners, I ask your patience with myself and 

the Presidents as we continue to navigate the restrictions to the best of our ability.  
 
We are now nine months into the global pandemic of Covid-19 and I am, in a word, struggling. I say 
this, not to garner your sympathies or to add your struggles, but in the hopes that if you are also 
struggling, that you know you are not alone! This year has been unlike any other that I have 
experienced and to say that I have faced it with a positive attitude at all times would be a lie.

I was recently reminded of the lessons that Christ from His sermon on the mount when He taught to 
us the lesson of the Beatitudes. The beatitudes call us to reach 
for the ways that bring us closer to Christ through the Love that 
He shows and that we should embody within our own hearts. 

Within this year, it is easy for us to fall into sadness - reach for 
gratitude for all the things we still have in our lives that are 
gifts from God. If we are not starving, naked, or thirsty, then 
thanks be to God!

Within this year, it is easy for us to feel persecuted - reach for 
the humility the Christ and His saints showed when they were 
truly persecuted.
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Within this year, it is easy for us to fall into judgement - reach rather to pray for those we criticize, 
whether they be a close neighbour, government official, or someone we disagree with. Those that 
challenge us the most, should be the first in our prayers ahead of even our family. 

Within this year, it is easy for us to feel just 
angry - reach rather for the Joy that Christ 
provides. (This may be the most difficult one of 
all and it is okay to be angry! But, we cannot let 
it consume us. Find hobbies, activities, friends, 
music, movies, or anything that brings joy into 
your life and cling to them when you are feeling 
the most frustrated and angry.)

I reiterate my words from the last newsletter, I 
miss you all! I miss our fellowships, I miss the 
joyful embrace we shared, I miss the 
comfortable pastoral visits, but I remain hopeful 
that we will return to our normalcy soon and I 
pray you all remain hopeful and joyful in our 
Lord and Saviour! 

Yours in Christ,  
Fr. Peter
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Thank to Genia, Janet, Helen, and Brenda 
for beautifying St. Elias and making our 
Church services feel more comforting 
during this difficult time! It was a joy to see 
the beauty of the season of Advent in our 
Church!

Fr. Peter is continuing in his pastoral care of 
our parishioners to the best of my abilities in the 

following ways:

• Phone calls
• Online Pastoral sessions
• In person sessions within the St. Elias 

Parish 
• In person sessions within a restaurant 

keeping social distance (when permitted) 
• Text message support of our Parishioners

I will continue to make myself available when 
there is a need, but as always, please reach out to 
me if you yourself are in need of a pastoral visit, 
or know someone that may benefit from one, and 
I will do my best to reach out in an appropriate 
and safe manner. 

Phone Number: 587-252-2715
Email: pmthaugen@hotmail.com


