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 I had a whole other article prepared for this summer edition of the 

newsletter, but when I encountered this blog article I decided to change it. It 

speaks to something I am always trying to express in the beauty that is the 

Orthodox Church, the importance of repetition, and the need to resist 

change for the sake of following societal trends. I have had this conversation 

many times and look forward to continue to discuss this as trends change 

and the temptation arises to modernize. I do not mean for this to come 

across as a criticism of other congregations, but simply, a defence for the 

Orthodox traditions that we experience on a weekly basis.  

There is beauty in the boring.  

Yours in Christ,  

Fr. Peter Haugen 
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PASTORAL MESSAGE 

Sponsors! 

Submitted by Fr. Peter Haugen  

Христос Воскрес!    Christ is Risen!  

Our fundraising committee has begun a new campaign - Newsletter Sponsorship!  
If you are interested in how you can sponsor a newsletter,  

please see Caroline Yewchin. 
 

Many thanks to  

Nettie Ostapiw 

for sponsoring the Summer Newsletter. 



Liturgical Scripture  
Readings 

 
August 2019 

 

Sunday, August 4th 
7th Sunday after  

Pentecost.  

Epistle - Rm. 15:1-7 ;  
Gospel - Mt. 9:27-35 . 

 

Sunday, August 11th  
8th Sunday after  

Pentecost.  

Epistle - 1 Cor. 1:10-18 ;  
Gospel - Mt. 14:14-22 .  

 

Sunday, August 18th 
9th Sunday after  

Pentecost.  

Epistle - 1 Cor. 3:9-17 ;  
Gospel - Mt. 14:22-34 . 

 

Sunday, August 25th  
10th Sunday after  

Pentecost. 

Epistle - 1 Cor. 4:9-16 ; 
Gospel - Mt. 17:14-23 . 
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Why do boring churches last forever while exciting churches fail? 

By Eric Hyde 

 

Driving on the freeway in Tulsa a few years back, I saw a billboard advertising 

a wildly popular church in the area. The ad featured a photo taken from be-

hind the pastor who was looking out on the congregation. The pastor had both 

fists in the air as if celebrating a touchdown. The caption read: “Celebrating 

20 years!” 

Having come from churches exactly like the one advertised, I can totally un-

derstand the excitement. Most of us never expected our churches to make it 

that long, and even if they did, they would likely be unrecognizable in tenor 

and doctrine over a spread of that many years. 

By the time I saw that billboard, I’d become an Orthodox Christian, and I 

couldn’t help but immediately imagine my priest and our church in the adver-

tisement. The picture in my head seemed utterly ridiculous, and I wasn’t en-

tirely sure why. In a flash, many contrasts between the Orthodox faith and the 

churches I grew up in came into focus. One of them was how exciting the 

church seemed in the photo and how one simply couldn’t pull off the same 

scene using an Orthodox Church. Another was how a 20 year-old church 

seems old to a nondenominational churchgoer and how unbelievably young it 

would seem to an Orthodox Christian. The image of an Orthodox priest stand-

ing before the Church, arms overhead, and a caption reading “Celebrating 

2000 years!” still makes me giggle. 

I can’t think of anyone who would refer to an Orthodox service as “exciting.” 

The same goes for a Catholic Mass and any number of liturgical, high church-

es. But for the churches I grew up in, exciting was a standard expectation. Of 

course, those churches had to be Spirit-filled and Bible-believing and such, 

but none of that got off the ground unless the atmosphere was exciting; bor-

ing would have been the end of any such church no matter what else it had. 

Yet it is the exciting churches that filter in and out of existence in rapid suc-

cession, while the boring churches seem to occupy their place for generations. 

I think most cities, especially older ones, are witnesses to this phenomenon. 

So, what is going on? This seems counterintuitive. 

I recently discovered a quote by James Alison that seems to get right at the 

heart of the matter: “When people tell me that they find Mass boring, I want 

to say to them: it’s supposed to be boring, or at least seriously underwhelm-

ing. It’s a long-term education in becoming un-excited, since only that will 

enable us to dwell in a quiet bliss which doesn’t abstract from our present or 

our surroundings or our neighbor, but which increases our attention, our 

presence, and our appreciation for what is around us.” 

I couldn’t agree more, and I believe Alison hits on the very reason for the suc-

cess of liturgically oriented, high churches. Very little in our society is boring 

by design, yet we are perhaps the most dissatisfied people group ever. Every-

thing is bathed in light, color, extravagance, shock, chaos, and all this with the 

Pastoral continued from page 1. 



Newsletter  
Submissions 

Needed! 

 

Please keep the  

submissions for the 

newsletter coming! 

Announcements,  

reports, stories,  

photos… If you want 

to share it, we want 

to see it! Please feel 

free to submit to me 

anytime. 

 

Dobr. Erin Haugen: 

ehaugen@hotmail.ca 

587-252-3410 
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Fr. Peter’s Contact  

Information: 

5525-55 Ave. 

St. Paul, Alberta 

T0A 3A1 

Phone: 

587-252-2715 

Email: 

pmthaugen@hotmail.com 

 

If anyone you know is in the 

Hospital, or are at home ill 

and would like a visitation 

from me, please contact me 

and I will make immediate  

arrangements to meet with 

them. 

intent of grabbing attention. Yet no matter how loud, no matter how gaudy, 

no matter how innovative, profundity seems lost. 

All this distraction and abstraction, what is it distracting and abstracting 

from? 

From reality? 

Is this why boring churches survive while exciting churches fail? The logic 

might run like this: We are overwhelmed with a constant stream of distrac-

tion and abstraction from reality, and this debased shallowness becomes an 

irritation to the soul. We have primal needs that reside far deeper than our 

glittery culture could possibly reach, and one can go on pretending these 

needs do not exist or pretending to find fulfillment for only so long. At some 

point the dissatisfaction is more than one can bear, and if there is not some 

way to step out of the nonsense and experience real existence from time to 

time, one is likely to go crazy. Drugs, alcohol, pornography, video games, and 

flashy things help ward off insanity for a season, which is why such things 

are so popular. But when they fail—and they always fail—people are con-

fronted with their real existence again, an existence which habitual distrac-

tion has left them wholly unprepared to face. 

The member of a boring church has a distinct advantage in this respect. 

Speaking from an Orthodox Church experience, church provides exactly 

what Alison described: there is no distraction from the present. Instead the 

present is kept forcefully before one’s awareness through the concentration 

of prayers and prostrations, the repetition of chants and liturgy, etc.; there is 

no abstracting from the environment, instead the worshipper is surrounded 

by the elements in their purity without the world’s chaotic, attention grab-

bing filters; the worshipper has no ready-made tools for escape—no light 

show, no fog machines, no guitar solos—except the distractions he might car-

ry with him in his thoughts. 

The boring church is like a full stop in the middle of a frenzied musical com-

position: no matter the technical brilliance of a piece, without the stops it 

descends into worthless clatter. Exciting churches go in and out of style like 

any other element in a consumer-centric culture. Many exciting churches can 

last for decades, but they usually only do so because they’ve kept up with the 

times. Often, they have entire departments dedicated to ensuring the church 

stays fashionable. But even with their best efforts the dissatisfaction of soul 

is undeniable and the church becomes irrelevant. 

I don’t think it’s a stretch to say that the Orthodox Church is perhaps the 

most unfashionable entity on the planet (seeing as how its presentation has-

n’t changed since the Byzantine era). And I also don’t think it’s a stretch to 

say, based on its history of endurance and its inherent ability to satisfy the 

deepest needs of the soul, that it is the one entity that will remain standing 

long after everything else has fizzled. It might pull this off precisely because 

of its apparent boringness. In this it offers by intention what every other en-

Pastoral continued from page 2. 
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tity seems valiantly intent on avoiding. It then, even if only by default, be-

comes a resting place for the restless soul. 

 

Thanks for reading. 

 

Source: https://ehyde.wordpress.com/2019/08/02/why-do-boring-churches-last-

forever-while-exciting-churches-fail/?

fbclid=IwAR0eL4nF0SaukjYyN07w8n7ZfP2D_PiCobp7MuY4B7Oc04k-

7j9Wt77y9vc 

Pastoral continued from page 3. 

All Saints in St. Paul is currently undergoing some much needed  
upgrades! New windows have been installed and we are eagerly  
awaiting new doors!   
The above three photos are from left to right:  
Before, during, and after. 

Right: Richard Kropiniski  
presented Linda Boser—Director 

of Camp Kiev’s K Hi— a generous 
cheque donation of $5000 from 
the All Saints Men’s Club. Also 

present were Krista Ketsa,  
President of Kiev’s K Hi, and  

Father Peter.  



“O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God. Have mercy on me, a sinner .” 
-Jesus Prayer 

Website 
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All Saints 

St. Paul, AB 

Dwayne Ternovoy 

780-614-0858 

Sts. Peter & Paul 

Nowa Bukowina, AB 

Sandra Yuschyshyn 

780-645-4815  

St. Elias 

Bonnyville, AB 

Janet Hutskal 

780-573-3470 

Holy Trinity 

Glendon, AB 

Joyce Drapaka 

780-645-3760 

 

All Saints 

Sandy Rapids, AB 

Ron Rusnak 

780-826-2062 

Descent of the Holy Spirit 

Stry, AB 

Marion Chimko  

780-636-2870  

Don’t forget we have a 

website!  

It is under a bit of 

construction, but you can find 

updates, locations, and a long 

term schedule there. Photos 

will be coming soon as well. 

Check it out! 

 
www.bonnyvilleanddistrictuoc.ca/  

 

We’re also on Facebook! 

Look up: 

 

Bonnyville District of the 

Ukrainian Orthodox Church of 

Canada 

GREAT VESPERS 

 

No Great Vespers  

August 31st  

Enjoy the end of summer.  




