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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

 Icons play a very important role in our relationship with Christ 
and the Church. In this month’s article we will be examining the Icons 
of the two upcoming feasts of the Ascension and Pentecost. You can 
find these images online or take a look for them next time you are in 
Church.  
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PASTORAL MESSAGE 

Sponsors! 

Submitted by Fr. Peter Haugen  

Христос Воскрес!    Christ is Risen!  

Our fundraising committee has begun a new campaign - Newsletter Sponsorship!  

If you are interested in how you can sponsor a newsletter,  

please see Caroline Yewchin. 

 

 

Many thanks to  

RUSNAK  

FINANCIAL 

for sponsoring the  

May Newsletter. 



Liturgical Scripture  
Readings 

 
June 2019 

Sunday, June 2nd  
6th Sunday after Pascha. 
Sunday of the Blind Man. 

Tone 5 
Epistle - Acts 16:16-34;  

Gospel - Jn. 9:1-38  

Sunday, June 9th  
7th Sunday after Pascha. 

Sunday of the Holy Fathers 
of the 1st Ecumenical     

Council. Tone 6  

Epistle - Acts 20:16-18, 28-
36;  

Gospel - Jn. 17:1-13.  
 

Sunday, June 16th 
Pentecost. Descent of the  

Holy Spirit.  
Epistle - Acts 2:1-11 ;  

Gospel - Jn. 7:37-52, 8:12  
 

Sunday, June 23rd  
1st Sunday after Pentecost. 

Sunday of All Saints. Tone 8.   

Epistle - Heb. 11:33-12:2;  
Gospel - Mt. 10:32,33, 37,38, 

19:27-30  
 

Sunday, June 30th 
2nd Sunday after Pentecost, 
All Saints of Rus’-Ukraine. 

Tone 1.  

Sunday Epistle - Ord.: Rm. 
2:10-16;  

Of the Saints - Heb. 11:33- 
12:2;  

Gospel - Mt. 4:18-23  
Of the Saints - Mt. 4:25-5:12  
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Ascension 

 Although it is said that the icon is a visual description of the 
events as described by Luke, it should be noted that the icon is not 
meant to be a historical representation of the Ascension of Christ but a 
symbolic representation of the Church.  

 

 When you first look at this icon your eyes will most likely be 
drawn to one of two places, the top of the icon where Christ is figured 
or the bottom where the Theotokos and Disciples stand. Let’s look at 
what each of these symbolizes: 

 

Christ: Christ is pictured in w hat is called a “Mandorla”. A man-
dorla is drawn as two circles coming together to make an almond shape 
design. This symbol was used in ancient Christianity to identify Chris-
tians to each other. It is also a symbol of two sides coming together or 
in this case the two natures of Christ coming together. The Mandorla is 
normally almond shaped, but some icons do have a circle pictured. 
Christ Himself is pictured blessing with His right hand and a scroll in 
his left. This is to remind us that God is the source of all blessings and 
is the source of all teaching and knowledge in the Church.  

 

Theotokos and the Disciples: The Theotokos is figured is a 
position of prayer and waiting. She and the disciples represent the 
Church waiting for the second coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. While 
the Theotokos is seen in a prayerful and calm state, the Disciples are 
shown to be confused, talking to one another, some looking up and 
some looking down. This was not a historical representation, but a 
symbol that the Disciples were now waiting the descent of the Holy 
Spirit.  

 

Angels: As w e read in Luke Acts 1:11 Christ is figured being 
carried by two Angels however, what is purposely left out is any sense 
of direction. This is done to show that Christ will return in the same 
manner in which he ascended and that we must always be waiting and 
ready for Him.  

 

Pentecost 

The icon shows a fairly calm and orderly situation which is 
somewhat opposite to what the bible states. The apostles are seated in a 
semi-circle; this is symbolizing the unity of the body of the church. As 
well the figures on top are larger than those on the bottom, this is to 
show the strict and majestic rhythm to this event and icon. There is a 
space empty in the center of the icon; this is the place of the invisible 
head of our church, being Christ (Some older icons have a prepared al-
tar in that space). In the hands of the apostles, are either books or 
scrolls, this is to show that they have received the gift of teaching. Be-
yond the segment of the circle at the top of the icon, is showing that ar-
ea to be heaven.  

Pastoral continued from page 1. 



Newsletter  
Submissions 

Needed! 

 

Please keep the  

submissions for the 

newsletter coming! 

Announcements,  

reports, stories,  

photos… If you want 

to share it, we want 

to see it! Please feel 

free to submit to me 

anytime. 

 

Dobr. Erin Haugen: 

ehaugen@hotmail.ca 

587-252-3410 
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Fr. Peter’s Contact  

Information: 

5525-55 Ave. 

St. Paul, Alberta 

T0A 3A1 

Phone: 

587-252-2715 

Email: 

pmthaugen@hotmail.com 

 

If anyone you know is in the 

Hospital, or are at home ill 

and would like a visitation 

from me, please contact me 

and I will make immediate  

arrangements to meet with 

them. 

 

There are two ways that the fiery tongues are expressed to have 
come down onto the apostles. One: either out of the circle or edges of 
the icon are 12 distinct tongues of fire, or two: above the heads of the 
apostles in their halos will be a tongue of fire. The one other thing to 
notice about the apostles, is that even though they are all seated in 
uniform seating arrangement, they are all positioned or doing some-
thing different. This is to show that although we all receive the same 
Holy Spirit, we each have our own grace, and our own gifts that are 
bestowed upon us that no one else has.  

  

 At the bottom of the icon is an older man with a crown, known 
as cosmos. He represents the people that were present and as well all 
the people of the church. He stands in a dark place, to show that at one 
time man was without faith. He is shown as an old man to show that 
mankind has been corrupted by the sin of Adam and his red garment 
represents the devil’s blood sacrifices. The royal crown represents sin 
which for so long ruled in the world and the white cloth in his hands 
which holds twelve scrolls is representative of the twelve apostles who 
with their teachings brought light to the world.  

  

 This icon expresses most strongly the fulfillment of the Triune 
God, and the connection with the life of the church. 

 

To view these icons online: 

 

Ascension 

http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints_view?
contentid=943&PCode=6PTh&D=TH&date=5/29/2014 

 

Pentecost 

http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints_view?
contentid=961&PCode=7PS&D=S&date=6/8/2014  

Pastoral continued from page 2. 









“O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God. Have mercy on me, a sinner .” 
-Jesus Prayer 

Website 
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All Saints 

St. Paul, AB 

Dwayne Ternovoy 

780-614-0858 

Sts. Peter & Paul 

Nowa Bukowina, AB 

Sandra Yuschyshyn 

780-645-4815  

St. Elias 

Bonnyville, AB 

Janet Hutskal 

780-573-3470 

Holy Trinity 

Glendon, AB 

Joyce Drapaka 

780-645-3760 

 

All Saints 

Sandy Rapids, AB 

Ron Rusnak 

780-826-2062 

Descent of the Holy Spirit 

Stry, AB 

Marion Chimko  

780-636-2870  

Don’t forget we have a 

website!  

It is under a bit of 

construction, but you can find 

updates, locations, and a long 

term schedule there. Photos 

will be coming soon as well. 

Check it out! 

 
www.bonnyvilleanddistrictuoc.ca/  

 

We’re also on Facebook! 

Look up: 

 

Bonnyville District of the 

Ukrainian Orthodox Church of 

Canada 

GREAT VESPERS 

 

 We will be holding Great Vespers on the Saturdays  

preceding the Divine Liturgies in St. Paul and Bonnyville. It is my 

hope that in time, as our parishioners become more comfortable 

with this service, that individuals will volunteer to assist in the 

readings when they arrive at the Church. No one will be forced to 

read, so please don’t avoid these services in fear of being asked, 

but it really is a wonderful way of  becoming more involved in our 

worship services.  

 

Schedule of Great Vespers: 

Saturday -  June 22nd - All Saints, St. Paul- 5 pm 



St. Paul 


